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To the C: Parochial Clergy, being an Epiſtolary Supplement to | 


? % 
3 hos 


a former Eſſay for promoting Lending Libraries. 
| * « | J 1 

Reverend Sirs, | 2 el EY 
go HE Perſons I chiefly addfeſs to in this Supplement, and to whoſe Hands I tranſmit it; are 
you who have ſubſtrib'd to my Catechetical Leftures. And the Experience I have had of 
your Candour ay Aﬀection to my Attempts, encourages me to communicate to you 
particularly, th ing Propoſal, in order to lay the Foundation of Libraries, for the Uſe 
obſuch of the Pargetim Clergy amongſt you, whoſe Preferments will notienable them to 
buy for themſelves. I know ro whom I write, that It is to Men of Letters, and Lovers'of Books ; and 
therefore need nor enlarge in ſhewing, firſt, that as the Soul of Man is infinitely more valuable than the 
Body, fo that Charity which goes towards the cultivating the Minds and Manners of Men with Divine 
Knowledge, and Chriſtian Graces, whereby they may be made meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light, muſt needs be of a far more exalted Nature, than that which terminates only upon the Welfare of 
this mortal Life. "Sad ; | 

Nor, Secondly, need I more than ſuggeſt, that Libraries diſpers'd throughout the Nation, are the moſt 
wanted part of Charity in this Church, as the Caſe now ſtands with us of the Inferiour Ctergy. For why ? 
I am very ſure, there are not ſo few as Two thouſand Pariſhes in this Kingdom endow'd with not above 
Twenty Pound per Annum, for the Maintenance of the Miniſter, ont of which, as-it is impoſſible he ſhould 
furniſh himſelf with neceſſary Books; fo it is equally inconceivable, how without Books he can anſwer 
the Ends of his FunCtion, and, and not fall into the Contempt,'to which Ignorance muſt neceſſarily expoſe 
us; eſpecially now that (ſo many of the Zaity pretend to ſome Skill in Letters.) - > 

And now being perſwaded, that if the Foundation of a Library in every Deanary, or Market-Town, 
were once begun but in 10 /. the Stock wou'd by one means, or other, ſoon increaſe to a compleat Sett of 
all neceſſary Books; Out of a well-meant Zeal for the Service 'of God's' Church, and the Hononr of my 
FunQtion, I have adventured upon the following Projett for the carrying of-it.on '; and that:a Defign 1 put 
my Heart ſo much upon, may better take, I ſhall therefore propoſe a Means, which I humbly conceive 
may be of ſuch a Nature, as will be a conſiderable Good in itſelf, abſtrafting from the End it ſerves; nay, 
and will be as immediately ſerviceable to the Good of Souls, 'as the end . itſelf will be; which is to be 
accompliſh'd by it ; And is ſuch withal, as cannot be properly ſaid to be a Charge to any.. In order 
to make which appear ; 7 1.1 04 59363183555 

Firſt, I deſire the Preface to the Diſcourſe upon the Doctrine of the Baptiſmal Covenant [may be read, 
and conſider'd in the full Purport of it, by the Reverend, both Clergy and Schoolmaſters, 'into whoſe Hands 
that Book ſhall come. | | F. OL 13.21 37 .- ori 

Secondly, I humbly propoſe that they would pleaſe toi recommend that Book ' to the Youth: both of their 
Pariſhes, and Schools, to the Purpoſes ſpecify'd in the ſdid Preface. |. -'3 210700 ors 
Thirdly, That eſpecially every Miniſter wou'd recommend: it to ſach of the Gentry of their Acquzin- 
tance, as are piouſly diſpoſed, to purchaſe Numbers of the foremention'd Books to beſtow in ſuch poor 
Families as are their Tenants and Neighbours ; but not well able of them{elves to buy a Book for the Uſe of 
their Children and Servants, and the promoting of Family-Religion. | 

Fourthly, The Property of that Diſcourſe upon the Doctrine of our Baptiſmal Covenant, being ſo far 
kept unalienated to any Bookſeller, that it may be in my Power to diſpoſe of it as ſhall be moſt for any 
Publick Service; I do propoſe by a Sale of 400 Books in every Deanary, at I 5.6 d. per Book, to clear 
101. with which to purchaſe a Box of the choiceſt Books wherewith to lay the Foundation of Lending 
Libraries in every Deanary, or Market-Town. 

Fifrhly, That 400 Books may be vended in every Deanary, to the Purpoſes aforeſaid, is not hard to 
imagine; when it is conſider'd, that there are at teaſtwiſe Twenty Pariſhes in every Deanary, and thar 
Twenty Books may be diſpos'd of into each Pariſh, one with another, the Amount of which will be 400 
Books. For tho? in ſome Pariſhes Five Books may not be purchas'd ; yet what may be ſapposd to go off in 
the Towns and Schools in each Deanary, will make up the Number propos'd. | e> - 

Sixthly , Since ſome of the remote Parts of this Kingdom are neither furniſkd with Schools , 
nor in moſt Pariſhes with Perſons of Ability to purchaſe theſe Expoſitions for their own Inſtruftion, 
and to advance ſach a Fund of Learning for their Clergy, as will enable them to inſtru@ the People commir- 
ted to their Charge: It is propos'd, That what can be gair'd by the Subſcriptions of the great Schools of 
England ; viz. Weſtmmiſter, Eaton, Wmcheſter, Merchant-Taylors, St. Pauls, and Charter- Houſe Schools; as alſo 
from other Eminent Schools, and from Subſcribers in Zcxdon, ſhould be who!ty laid out towards purchaſing 
Lending Libraries for thoſe Places in England, which are not ſufficient of themſelves to make ſuch a Proviſion. 
And it is but reaſonable that this part of the Nation which is ſo much under the bleſſed Influences of Religion 
and Learning it ſelf, and wants no Supplies to promote both, ſhould permit what may be advanced in this way, 
to go towards the promoting the like in other Parts not in a Condition to do it. And indeed it is a matter of ſad 
Conſideration, to ſee how barbarous and ignorant ſome places in this Kingdom ſtill remam, notwithſtanding 
that the'Goſpel ſhines in other parts of the Nation with a Meridian Brightneſs. The reaſon is, the poor Provi- 
ſion made forties Encouragement in rhoſe places, whereas in all reaſon the greateſt Encouragement ought to 
be given there; where Nature is molt unkind and uninviting, to balance the Inconveniencies thereof, And 
| am verily Þgrſuaded, that if Books were more ealie to be met with in thoſe Parts, as ungrateful as is the 
Climate, Men &f Worth would follow them, it being natural for Perfons whorare Lovers of Knowledge, to 
Yalne all Places alike, where Religion and Learning do flouriſh. | | 


-Seventhly, And now 1 hope by this time it may appear that the means herein propovg'd, for the purchaſing 
of theſe Lending Libr aries, is of ſuch a Nature as to be a woſt great and conſiderable Good in it ſelf, ab- 
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ſtracing from the end it ſerves, and to be as immediately conducive ts the Good of Souls, as the end will 
be which 4840 be accompliſhed by it. , -- _—. -_ - Io 

Nor laſtly, Can that which 3s here Propgs'd, be profetlyHidto a Chalige to amy, becauſe every Pur- 
chaſer has here a Book at an under Pricefor his{Money. - Thereare manwpf thar-Generofity As meerly 
to Give, though to advance the moſt Publick and Uſeful Deſign ; at whM they beſtow does generally 
come with ſuch difficulty from them, as not to be obtain'd without ſo much Application, as will require a 
Perſon ſhould have little elſe to do than to ſolicite that one thing amongſt; them. Bur the way here Pro- 
poſed, ſeems to me to be both-ealle, and grateful; eaſie, becauſe few grudge their Penny if they have but a 
Penniworth;, and gratefnl, becauſe I verily believe there 45s fcarce that Parent ſo bad himſelf, who will not 
be very well pleaſed his Child ſhould be Principled in Religion as well as Learning, and who will not thank 
the School-Maſter that puts him upon buying, a Catechetical Expoſition, in which to Inſtru& him; and the 
Parent or Maſter of a Family, wlll, az all likelihood do the ſame, and value the Clergy the more for their 
Care.in adviſing them to ſuch Bopks as ſhall be forthe Inſtruction of thoſe who belong to them, eſpegially if 
Miniſters will be at the Pains {ometimes to examine the Youth npon what they ſhall read. And methinkgwhere 
Publick Ends of the greatelt Conſequence can be provided for, to no Man's Private Charge or Diſadymntage, 
all ſhould be ſatisfied. 4 ; 

And now I am to intreat the Candour of my Reverend Brethren, that however I may be miſtaken in the 
Practicableneſs of this Deſign, (which yet I hope I am not, ſeveral of the Libraries proposd having, 
been already advanc'd upon this Foot) they would believe [ ſincerely 1atend the Good of Souls, and the Honour. 
of my Fuudtion, in all that is here proposd. That 1 am fo preſling, as for Parocbial Libraries in the Planta- 
tions, ſo for Lending Libraries in England, 1s, becauſe, as in the former | know no gooda Clergy. that are not 
able to furniſh themſelves with Books in going over, can do 11 a Country where none are to be bought 
when they are there; So in the latter, I am'certain that Good cannot be done, which is expected from 

every Miniſter here in England, when the Third Part of our Parochial Clergy are not enabled by their Pre-. 
ferments, to buy the fourth part of thoſe Books, which are neceſſary to enable them fully to inſtru the Peo- 
le in the meer Neceſſaries to Salvation. Standing Libraries will fignifie little in the Country, where Per- 
ſons muſt ride ſome Miles to look into a Book; ſuch Journeys being too expenſive of Time and Money : 
But Lending Libraries, which come home to them without Charge, may tolerably well ſupply the Vacancies in 
their own Studies, till ſuch time as theſe Lending may be improv'd into Parochial Libraries. . 
But when I propoſe to lay the Foundation of theſe Libraries, by the Sale of my own Book, this will need 
ſome Apology. 
That I propoſe my own, it is not ſo, but that I do with all Humility ſubmit to the Judgment of my 
Superiors and Equals too, to accept it, or refuſe it, and to ſubſtitute ſome other in its room, the Sale whereof 
may provide for the End propos'd. But that it ought to be ſome Book upon the Subject of our Baptiſmal 
Covenant, as fitteſt to be the Subjeft of a Chriſtian Inſtirution for Youth, and jadecd a Family-Book, with, 
Submiſſion to better Judgments, .J] have theſe Reaſons to offer for it : 1. I take the Covenant of Grace, or. 
our Baptiſmal Covenant, to compriſe the whole of Chriſtianity, even all that, than which, no Man, as a meer. 
Chriſtian, is neceſſitated to know more, and than which the meaneſt ought not to know leſs. No Man in 
any Civil Contract can perform his Bonds, without knowing the Conditions of the Obligations ; no more 
can a Chriſtian be ſyppos'd to perform his Covenant with God, without knowing the Nature, Terms, and. 
Conditions of it. 2. It is abſolutely neceſſary, that all Youth ſhould comprehend the General Nature,, 
Terms, and Conditions of their Baptiſmal Covenant, before they go to be Confirmed. 3. And all Perſons 
whatſoever, before they go to the Holy Sacrament, becauſe in both theſe Ordinances they ratifie their Vow: 
with God. 4. And if in our Viſitation of the Sick, the beſt Advice we can give to Perſons in that Con- 
dition, in order to prepare them for Death, 1s to examine themſelves concerning their Failures, in all, and 
every the Terms and Conditions required on their part in their Baptiſmal Covenant: 5. And if at the Day 
of Judgment the Proceſs will turn upon this, and they will -be juſtify'd or condemn'd., according as they, 
have perform'd, or not perform'd their Covenant with God, I know no Scheme of Divinity ſo n« TV 
for every private Chriſtian to be Maſter of, as this. And when moreover ſame ſuitable Devotions for Families: 
are added at +the end of fuch a Book, I know nothing may bid more fairly for a proper Family-Book, 
than one upon: this Subject. = | | 

It may ſeem indeed, as is objeQted in the Preface to the Book here propos'd, That the Matter treated of, 
in a Diſcourſe of this Nature, may be above the Capacities of Youth. And I would fain know what Gram- 
mar., or Inſtitutions in other Sciences, are not fo at firſt: But as often conning of Rules and Terms of Art. 
by Children, lets gradually into their Minds that Knowledge, which will be uſeful to them all their Lives; ſo- 
here with a hundredth part leſs reading o'er a Book. they will become perfect Maſters of the whole Scope of 
theſe Chriſtian Elements. And as for grown Perſons, as nothing is more fami'iar to them than the Notions 
about Covenants and ContraQs, and of Signing, Sealing, and of the Obligations reſulting therefrom ; ſoI am 
per{waded their Capacities will ſooneſt reach that Scheme of Chriſtianity, which is deliver'd in thoſe Forms, 
and under thoſe Terms. And therefore, in compliance with the General Appreheniions of Men, it is to _ 
be ſuppos'd, that the Holy Spirit does all along repreſent the Tranfactions between God and Man in the 
way of Covenant. __— 

It is not indeed to be expected, that a Diſcourſe of this Nature ſhould deſcend to all the particular and 
ſubdivided Terms of the Covenant, whether Articles neceſſary to be believed, or Duties to be practiſed. 
No Elementary Inſtitution of any kind does that ; but in a Diſcourſe vpon the General Doctrine of the Co- 
venant betwixt God and Man, enter'd into in our Baptiſm, are laid down thoſe great Strokes of Chriſtiani- 
ty, which are to be filld np afterwards by more particular Explications. And here the whole. Scheme of 
faving Truths is to be laid down in an orderly Method, ſo that every Hearer of the Word of God may 
be able to refer what he ſhall at any time hear or read 1n a deſultory manner, to its proper Head ; for want 
of which Skill, Chriſtianity (though the molt rational Syſtem of Verities in the World) feems to many to 
be a meer huddle of incoherent Principles and Practices, whoſe end they know not, nor how wiſely every 
thing in it is adapted to carry on that noble End. 

In ſhort, as meer Zeal for Publick Service has excited me to leave no Stone unturn'd, to procure Parochial 
Libraries for the Plantations,(and I thank God with ſome conſiderable Succeſs :) So if,in laying the Foundation 
of the like Delign in any Parts of this Kingdom, I can be ſerviceable to my Mother the Church, and my 
Reverend Brethren at home, whilſt the Buſineſs I am proſecuting for thoſe Parts detains me here, I ſhall 
think my ſelf ſufficiently happy in ſuch an Undertaking; being to both | 
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A Double Cararorut of Books tothe Value of :104 pro. 


pos'd for the laying the Foundation of a Lending Library. 


The Firſt, A Catalogue of ſome of the Principal Fathers, according to the lateſt 
and beſt Editions of the ſame. 


Y dnitorum Patrum Clement, Barnabe, Ignatii,Polycarpi,gre. Fpi- 
ſtole juxta £4. Cotteleri Antwerpre 1698, 2 Vol. Fol. 
Fuſtini Martytris Opera Gre. Lat juxta Ed. Pariſienſem, An. 16 36.0 


Col. 1686. Fol. Dr I 
Clementis Alexandrini Opera Gre. Lat. juxta Ed. Pariſienſem 164r. jo 
Col. 1688. Fol. _—_ CR — —— 
Evuſebii,Socratis, Sozomeni, Theodoreti, Evagrii Hiſt. Eccleſ. Gree. Lat.? 
juxta Ed. Faleſii Par. Amſtel. aut Moguntie, 1679. 3 Vol. Fol. 
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The Second, A Catalogue of ftome Modern Authors upon the Chief Heads of Divmity. 


Bodies of Divinity. 


Home Aquinatis Summe, Fol. —  c.—_— 
Bk Z7urretini Infticutionts Theologia Chriſtians Competdings, 140, ma 

Hippt a Limborch Theologia Chriſtiana, Fol. w— — —_  — 
' Dr. Seofr's Chriſtian Life, 3 Yo/, Bo. —— —— w_—_—_— 


 Apologits for the Truth of Chriſtianity, and the Huthvity of the oly Stripeure- = 


# & | Rotins de Peritate C htiſtiane@ Religionis, 120. == IS 
'Y. I Parkers Demonſtration of the Law of Nature, thd of tht Trithyi 7 
\ of the Chriſtian Religion, . 4s.  - —,, —+ 
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0n the General Dofirine of the Covenant of Grace. 


R. A/ex's Diſcourſe on the Two Covenants —— dps 
Firſt Volume of Catechetical LeQtures ; with the Six Additio- T 


nal Lectures, Fol. — 1 ———— 


Upon the CREED. 


L2 Ihop Pearſon on the Creed, Fol —— —— == — 
KettlewelÞs Chriſtian Believer, 80, —— = 


_ On the Moral Law and Chriſtian Duties. 


Iſhop Taylor's Dutor Dubitantinm, Fol, —— —— == 
| B Biſlop Sanderſon de Obligatione Conſcientie & de Juramento. 
Biſhop Hopkins on the Ten Commandments, 40. —— ys 


Kettlewels Meaſures of Chriſtian Obedience, 80. ——— —— — 


Upon the Doftrine of Repentance. 


R. Goodmay's Penitent pardond, 88, —— ——— wu 
Dr. {Tcoper's Diſcourſe of the Lexr-Faft, 89. —— ome — 
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P. Alen of Divine Afiſtance. ge — 
Biſhop Zopkin's Expoſition of the Lord's Prayer, 4 49. 
r. Fertlewel's Helpand Exhortationto Worthy Communion, 80, 
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Sermons. 
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Iſhop Sanderſorn's Folio —— 
Archbiſhop Tilletſon's Sermons, 10 Volumes, 80. 


M; Rs Direftories ;; ith the Lives Fi Eminent Divines. 
Bop Burnet's*Paſtoral Gare, Go, — 


Bibliotheca Parochialis,, 40, mms nm err mms nn 


Liſe of Biſhop Bede/, 89, — =—— —_ Re Hi = 
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Modern Comer fie. 


AR) Men's Works, 4 Pol. 120. —_ nn 
Bp. King's Inventions of Men in the RP of God L 20, == 
Snake in the Graſs, 88, ——-—— =. - _ TOTS Dh 


Note 1. Thateither of the foregoing Setts of Bowki, either that of the Fathers, or the later. conſiſting of Modern Authors, 
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5. If any School ſhall ſolely from it ſelf adva ware » Th o of _ hg, School: Maſter thereof ſhall enjoy hl 
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principal Deſign. "q 
7. and Lofth, The Perſon, whe will undertake the yk wieder the Short Diſcourſes, ind alfothe Lending Lila Feb hd 

mentioned Terms, is Mr. Wilzam Hawes, Book- ſeller a 4 dee 7 in Ludgate ſtreee ; of whom any of the Clergy may have 
= Volpme as they pleafe. And1 take this nit 


the Six Additional Letures tothe Firſt Volume ; and 
per;ahd; better Leiſure, will it me to proceed in 


alſo to let my Reverend Subſcribers know, that when 
off my Seccnd Volume, from the fame Perſon they are toreceive the mn my Abfence out of Eng 
And now I ſhall only crave leave to add, with reſpet to my y In Propoſal, that upon Ex 
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ſome Account thereof every Sunday in the Vekiry, or-Chancel, Divine Seryjce, 5. over; the w Youth of the ſame bs inroes (exci 
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Londen, Printed for William Hawes, at the Roſe in Lac 
firect, 1698. 


Of Divine Aſſiſtance, Prayer and the Sacraments,thoſe Means of performing the foregoing Articles. 


P. 4/en of Divine Aſſiſtance. — 
Biſhop Zopkin's Expoſition of the Lord's Prayer, 49. —— —— 
r. Xettlewe/'s Helpand Exhortation to Worthy Communion, 80. 


Sermons. 


Iſhop Sanderſon's Folio ——— 
Archbiſhop 77//srſon's Sermons, 10 Volumes, 89, —————_ 
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Mimiſterial Direftories ; with the Lives of Eminent Divines. 


Bop Burnet's*Paſtoral Care, 30. _— _ - q_——_ 


Bibliotheca Parochialis, 40, m—m—m—_ —— —— — ——_ 
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AAR: 4ler's Works, 4 Pol. 120.. ——  — — ——_—_ 
Bp. Xizg's Inventions of Men in the Worſhip of God « 20. ----- 
Snake in the Graſs, 88, ———— Cw 
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in the Doctrine of our Bapt! ry ps 

foremention'd Accounts, is at this time more peculialy_xequiſite, 2 | direct. Antidote againſt the two prevailing Hereſies of theſe 
Days, Socinieniſm and Antinomianiſm) 2s to promutethe Deſign! of turing Lending Lobraries In every Dravary for the Uſe £ 
Clergy, doe _ to contribute gve Pounds towards thi ſe of 30 Setts of the Short. Diſcourſes, which will reduce the Price: ls) 
x 5. 3 d. per Book. ns | | a 


4. If in any large, or Populous Town, the Number of the SHORT DISCOURSES propord, ſhall ariſe to 400. the Mi- ,_.& 
niſter of that Place may have the Benefit of the Library, purchas'd out of the Profits thereof, folely to himſelf, and his Sueoe! 
Libraries being more peculiarly uſeful and neceſlary tothe Clergy ,in_ Towns, where though it be requiſite their Abilities ſhould be 
greateſt, yet the Provifion and Maintenance for that | eis generally, there che left. 1 1 | 

5. If any School ſhall ſolely from it ſelf advance t mention'd Thle of Subſcriptions, the 'School-Maſter thereof ſhall enjoy for 
himſelf, and Succeflors, the like appropriated Advantages of the purchas'd Library. 

6. $0 alſo ſhall any large Country-Panſh ; but with this Proveſo, 'with reſpe&t to both Towns, Schools, and large Pariſhes, that a 
Quota of —— go from each towards purchaling Lending Libraries for the Uſe of the reſpeCtive Deanaries, That, being the firſt and 

rincipal Deſign. : OO 
; 7. Tad Lafth, The Perſon, who will undertake the providing bofh the Short Diſcourſes, and alſo the Lending Libraries at the fore-. 
mentioned Terms, is Mr. Filzam Hawes, Book-ſeller at the Sigg of the Roſe in Ludgate ſtreee ; of whom any of the Clergy may have 
the Six Additional LeAures to the Firlt Volume ;z and many ei Volume per{egt as they pleafe. AndI take this Opportunity 
alſo to let my Reverend Subſcribers know, that when the Cheapndls of Paper, and; better Leiſure, will permit me to proceed in Printing 
off my Seccnd Volume, from the fame Perſon they are to receive the Books in my Abſence out of England. 

And now I ſhall only crave leave to add, with reſpect to my preſent Propoſal, that upon Experiegce it has been found, that if but 
half a dozen of the more ſober Youth m a Pariſh, can be once brought to purchaſe, and make uſe of the Book, and ta render the Miniſter 
ſome Account thereof every Sunday in the Veliry, or.Chancel, after Divine Seryjce 15 over, the whole Youth of the ſame Pariſh, (excited 
thereunto either by Example, or Emulation,) will in a ſhort time give themſelves up to the like Diſcipline of their reſpective Paſtors, to 
his exceeding-great Comfort,and their own ro ſmall Advantage : Whereby an Opportunity alſo will be given to each Miniſter, fo to form 
the Youth who are the growing Hopes of his Pariſh, that they 'ſhall all af, deyoatty make their Reſporſes in the Common Prayer, 
and obſerve an exaC&t Decorum 1n their __ t the whole Service, for want of Whicth'our Liturgy does fo fadly ſuffer at 
this Day. | 

In ſhort, the whole Profit of this Copy of the Shore 7 iti | nie the Debgn of Lending Libraries, it. 
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be fav'd, that all, and every Farthing of it ſhall be accounted as a thing de vo; ed, aud lat. out to the promoting of the forementioned 

Deſign, is what I do here enter my Protelt to, and ſhall be punuaſly obfers'd; whil | under the Management, and DireR&ion of, 
Reverend Sis, 

ay 0 \Y eut moſt Devored ahd Humble Servan 
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London, Printed for William Hawcs, at the Roſe in Ladgatci 
ſtreet, 1698. 


